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TUBERCULOSIS (TB)

Sources: https://www.who.int/health-topics/tuberculosis#tab=tab_1 https://www.info.gov.hk/tb_chest/en/contents/c122.htm

What is Tuberculosis (TB)?

▪ An infection that commonly attacks human lungs.

▪ Caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis (M. tuberculosis).

▪ TB can be treated.

Mode of transmission & Pathogen

TB spreads from person to person 

when someone with contagious TB 

coughs, speaks, or sings.

TB SPREADS THROUGH THE AIR
Every year, 10 million people catch M. tuberculosis. 

Despite being a preventable and curable disease, 1.5 

million people die from TB each year – the world’s 

top infectious killer. 

TB is NOT Spread by

Sharing 

toothbrushes

Shaking someone’s 

hand

Saliva from 

kissing

Touching bed 

linens or toilets

Sharing food, 

drink, or utensils

Situation in HK:

About 4500 notified cases of TB in Hong Kong 

every year (i.e., 0.6 out of every 1000 persons)
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